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Accommodation * Transport * Essential Competition Checklist
Sydney Olympic Park Sports Centre
Competition Changes — Looking Ahead to 2014

N N
MESSAGE FROM THE EVENTS COORDINATOR

IMPORTANT DATES
After a very full and fun convention in Perth we are deep Convention Registrations Open September 2013
Into plqn-nmg for Sydney 2014 and our 25" Anniversary Early Bird Registrations Close Saturday 1 March
celebrations.
Convention Registrations Close Friday 4 April

Registration will open in September and we have been

able to maintain the competition registration fee the same DRAFT
as the 2013 Convention. You have until Saturday
1 March to take advantage of the early bird registration CONVENTION SCHEDULE
fee of $220.00. Cocktail Harbour Cruise™ Wednesday 14 May
Registration includes Leaders’ Function* and AGM Thursday 15 May
e Entry to Quartet and Chorus Competitions :iuqrfit Briefing and Walk- Thursday 15 May
roughs
e Showcase T
e Program and iScore book t(;horus Briefing and Walk- Friday 16 May
roughs
Special Events for 2014 Quartet Competition Friday 16 May
This year, as part of our 25% Anniversary, there will be Chorus Competition Saturday 17 May
some special ever'frs. These are all optional and open to 25t Celebration Party* Saturday 17 May
members and their guests. Master Class Sunday 18 May
On Wednesday 14 May there will be a Cocktail Harbour Showcase — 1.30pm to 3.30pm | Sunday 18 May
Cruise starting from Sydney Olympic Park Wharf, * indicates an optional event not included in registration
Homebush Bay at 7pm. It will cruise the Harbour while we
sing and socialise and enjoy the sights of Sydney at night,
returning to the Wharf at 9pm.
JUDGING PANEL
On Saturday 17 May, 8pm-11pm, there will be a 25th Kim Vaughn —Sound Judge
Anniversary Celebration Party in the Hall of Legends — Mary Ann Wydra - Music Judge
everyone is invited. Patti Burklund - Expression Judge (Panel Chair)

Sue Beck - Showmanship Judge
Included in your registration on Sunday afternoon 18 May
is the Showcase of Champions from 1.30 — 3.30pm. When
you make your travel arrangements, don’t forget to factor

CHANGE TO HARMONY COLLEGE

in this very special event. Exciting changes are afoot on the education front of
Sweet Adelines Australia with an Australia-wide
Information about accommodation has been sent to TCs education event being planned for the second half of
and Presidents so make sure you let your Chorus 2014. Therefore, there will be no Harmony College
Accommodation Contact know your plans. being held in conjunction with Convention 2014.

This is really looking like a very full and exciting week for

Region 34. To ensure you are kept informed about all the REHEARSAL ROOMS

things that will be happening we will be sending you Rehearsal rooms will be available at the Sydney Olympic

regular Convention Bulletins. The next bulletin is due mid- Park Sports Centre for competing choruses. Each chorus

August and will outline what to do to register. will be allocated a rehearsal time prior to Competition.
Further details will be provided after the official Order of

Debra Griffiths Appearance has been drawn.

Events Coordinator

Region 34




ACCOMMODATION

TC’s/Presidents, CAL members and quartet members not
competing with a chorus at Convention have now received
information about accommodation rates that have been
secured for Convention delegates at properties in the
Sydney Olympic Park precinct and Parramatta.

TRANSPORT

Transport will provided within a 10km radius (including all
hotels in Parramatta) of Sydney Olympic Park for
competing choruses to the State Sports Centre on Chorus
Competition day.

NEXT CONVENTION BULLETIN:
e Registration Information
e Your Convention Planning team
e Information about Optional Events

SYDNEY OLYMPIC PARK SPORTS CENTRE

Located in the geographic heart of Sydney, Sydney
Olympic Park is located 16 kilometres west of Sydney’s
CBD. The area was redeveloped for the 2000 Olympics
and the facilities built continue to be used for sporting and
cultural events.

The park has undergone a significant amount of
development work since the Olympics and it is now a
multipurpose facility with businesses re-locating to the area
along with restaurants and hotels.

There are 640 hectares of man-made and natural
attractions, with spacious and tranquil parks and walking
trails that allow you to escape the city’s bustle.

More than 5000 events are held at Sydney Olympic Park
each year. The State Sports Centre, which was host to the
table tennis and taekwondo events during the Olympics, is
one of the most versatile venues in the park with concerts,
conference, exhibitions and dinners.

State Sports Centre

Aerial view of Sydney Olympic Park

ESSENTIAL COMPETITION CHECKLIST

Contestants should be familiar with the Competition Handbook published by Sweet Adelines
International. D

The paperwork for new or renewing quartets must be submitted and processed before they may
2 register with International for Competition. New quartet registrations or renewals received after |:|
Tuesday 15 January will be charged additional registration fees.

Chorus Treasurers must be prompt in submitting per capita fees to International Headquarters for
3 new members wishing to compete. Please remember that Regional fees must also be paid for
new members to be able to compete.

[]

At the beginning of February all Registered quartets and choruses will receive a Competition
4 i . . » []
Package by email. This package includes the entry form for Regional Competition.
5 International Headquarters must receive Quartet Competition entry forms Monday 17 March. |:|
6 International Headquarters must receive Chorus Competition entry forms by Tuesday 18 March. |:|
7 Contestants must notify International Headquarters promptly, in writing (no phone calls), if they
find it necessary to withdraw from the Competition. |:|




Extract from The Pitch Pipe - OCTOBER 2012

COMPETITION CHANGES
— LOOKING AHEAD TO
2014

By Marcia Pinvidic, City of Gardens Chorus, Region 26
Excitement is building regarding the upcoming changes to the
competition system. Along with this anticipation are many
requests for more information. The official materials are being
prepared for release next year. In the meantime, here is an
outline of how the new system will work.

The changes at the regional level affect the Evaluation Only
performances. We have many quartets and choruses who love
to perform and may not necessarily enjoy the competitive
aspect of contest. The changes have been designed to give
competitors more opportunity for success. There will be three
options available for all competitors: The Open Division, The
International Division and Evaluation Only.

The Open Division

The Judge Specialists, Education Direction Committee and
International Board of Directors are aware that many quartets
and choruses entertain in their communities with wonderful
performances and shows. They have reached a level of
confidence that is not always evident in the competition
venues. The goal is to encourage these performers to bring
their performance confidence to the competition stage and to
elevate their barbershop skills at the same time. The method
that was chosen to accomplish this is the Open Division
(Evaluation Only) at the regional level.

The Open Division will be added to the regional competitions
starting with the regional contests in 2014. Quartets and
choruses who wish to perform for Evaluation Only may opt to
perform an entertainment package consisting of a minimum of
one competition song along with other songs and material for
a maximum of ten minutes.

This ten-minute entertainment package will be evaluated with
comments written using the following criteria:

° Musicality

* Unity

* Theme /Script/Emcee

* Creativity

¢ Communication

A detailed description regarding the preparation of the
entertainment package will be available in the updated
Judging Category Description Book (JCDB), due to be
published in October 201 3. The description will follow closely
and expand on the current information in the Performance
Packaging section of the JCDB.

As with the current system used for Evaluation Only, letter
scores will be given to performances in the Open Division.
Each of the four judges will award one letter score for the
required competition song identified by the competitor, and
one letter score for the entertainment aspect of the entire
performance. Each scoresheet will reflect two separate scores,
but no total.

For example:
Competition Song: C+
Entertainment Package: B

To enhance the educational value of this experience, these
letter scores will be published along with the regional
tabulations of scores. Although no winner will be announced in
the Open Division, quartets and choruses who choose this
option can see how they compare to others in the same
division. This information will also help regional leaders
identify educational needs of the region.

To reinforce the value of the entertainment aspect of our art
form, each regional competition will grant the Audience
Choice Award. This award will be given to the Open Division
performer who receives the most votes from designated
members of the audience. The Audience Choice Award
replaces any regional award of a similar type and will be the
only award given in the Open Division.

Quartets and choruses participating in the Open Division and
who are also competing in the semifinals or Harmony Classic at
International Convention are not eligible for the Audience
Choice Awards.

The method for choosing the recipient of the Audience Choice
Award is modelled after that used in the International quartet
and chorus finals and Harmony Classic, and will be outlined
thoroughly in the Competition Handbook that will be updated
and published in 2013.

Evaluation Only

Regional quartets and choruses who wish to perform two
competition songs for Evaluation Only may choose this option.
As with the current system, they will receive level scores.

International-bound quartets and choruses have the option to
perform for Evaluation Only and receive feedback on their
performances as they prepare for International Competitions.
They may choose the traditional two-song package or
perform a ten-minute entertainment package.

The Evaluation Only performances will not be eligible for the
Audience Choice Award, and results of these performances
will not be published.

The International Division

Regional competitors who choose to perform in the traditional
competition will compete in what will be known as the
International Division. Judges will score these performances
using the current system. Two competition songs are judged
and numerical scores awarded. Contestants will compete for
placement in the regional competition and International
awards, including A and AA placements. These performances
will determine eligibility for International competitions —
quartet semifinals, chorus semifinals and Harmony Classic
Divisions A and AA.

To summarise the choices at the regional level, beginning in
2014, will be:

* Open Division for evaluation only — one competition song in
a ten-minute entertainment package for level scores

* Evaluation Only — two competition songs for level scores

* International Division — two competition songs for numerical
scores




Currently, the Music Services Department at International
Headquarters works with regions in the planning of regional
competition. This will continue as the changes are introduced.
All rules and details will be available in the updated Judging
Category Description Book, Competition Handbook and other
competition materials. Instructions for the Audience Choice
Award will be provided as well.

Regions who offer alternate riser configuration will be able to
continue that practice. The draw for order of appearance will
be done according to each regional plan, as is the practice
now. The draw will be done in such a way that those regions
offering this option will be required to do only one riser
change.

Experience tells us that the additional time required for the
ten-minute packages is unlikely to create a major change in
the length of the competitions since it adds only three minutes
to the current seven-minute allotment for each competitor who
chooses this option.

International Competition Changes

Changes to the international competitions affect the
International finals packages for Harmony Classic competitors,
quartets and choruses.

Beginning in 2015, at the International competition in Las
Vegas, the entertainment package for the Harmony Classic
competitions, quartet finals and the chorus finals will be a 12-
15 minute package, consisting of a minimum of one
competition song combined with additional songs and
material.

The competition song identified by the competitor will be
awarded a maximum of 100 points per judge, and the
overall performance will be awarded a maximum of 100
points per judge. The score for the entertainment package will
include the competition song evaluated with the other elements
as part of the overall package.

The current practice of awarding ten (10) bonus points will be
discontinued. The possible total from each judge will be 200
points. The accumulative perfect score will be 3200 points.
There will be no change to the qualifications for directors to
achieve Master Director and Master Director 700 designation,
since the qualifying scores for these achievements are
currently based on the total score excluding the bonus points.

The evaluation of the competition song will be done as it is
currently. It will be specific to each category. The
entertainment package will be judged overall by all judges
and will include the five areas identified in the Regional Open
division.

The finals package evaluation will be reflected on each

scoresheet as shown in this example:

Competition Song 88
Overall Entertainment Score 85
Total 173

The judges will be trained in the evaluation of the
entertainment package beginning in July 2013.

In summary, the timetable for the changes is as follows:
March to May 2014

° Regional competitions

* Open Division option to perform ten-minute entertainment
package

¢ Audience Choice Award

* International Division competition for awards, placement and
qualification

October 2015

* International competition

* Quartet and chorus finals and Harmony Classic require a
minimum of one competition song

* Bonus points system eliminated

A final note: What stays the same is as important as the
changes.

¢ Evaluation Only performances, including those in the Open
Division, will meet the once every-three-years requirement for
choruses in regional contests.

* Judges will continue to use current scoring levels.

¢ Competitors will still sing two competition songs to qualify for
International awards, regional placements and entrance to
International contests.

¢ Semifinalists at International competition will still sing two
competition songs, and the top ten will qualify for the
International quartet and chorus finals.

* All elements in each of the four categories will remain the
same. The requirement for music that qualifies as strong
competition material will be as outlined in the current Music
category.

This emphasis on the competition song gives support to the
existing Music category requirements and will ensure the
survival of the barbershop song and the traditional art form,
which is and will continue to be a priority of Sweet Adelines
International.

The changes have been designed to give competitors more
opportunity for success.

SWEET ADELINES
INTERNATIONAL




